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three in breadth. The height of the top of the roof was not
more than nine feet. Regretting that human beings should
have been reduced to such miserable extremities, I turned
round to get out, but I found it rather difficult to do so for
some time, the door in the front, the only entrance to the
house, being only three feet high, and two and a half broad,
and the eaves of the roof still lower. I had first to stoop
down very low, and then to drag myself carefully out.
Several huts of this description are put together in lines
opposite to each other, having in their midst a narrow street
varying in breadth from six to eight feet. In the middle of
this wretched pathway there is a gutter a foot broad, which
is intended to serve as a drain for all sorts of filth. It would
be almost impossible for persons unaccustomed to such
habitations to remain and work any number of hours there.
The reason why they make their doors so small is to keep
themselves warm in cold weather, as they have very little
clothing about them. To serve the same purpose the thatch
of the roof is thickly covered over with straw. In fact, they
were not allowed by their masters better clothing and
dwellings, as improvements in these would have made them
unfit for toiling day and night in the rice-fields, river banks,
and threshing-floors, exposed to cold winds, rain, and dew."
The walls of thB better class of houses are built of clay
bricks dried in the sun or kiln burnt, or of a hard clayey
material called " laterite," dug in abundance out of the hill-
sides almost everywhere. It is cut into squares like bricks,
and hardens by exposure to the air, " Chunam," or lime for
plastering the walls, is procured by burning bivalve shells,
found in abundance on the sea-shore and in the backwaters.
This is very white and beautiful, and when properly applied
and polished looks like fine white marble. These houses are
often built two stories in height, with a verandah round the
lower story to protect the walls from sun and rain, and